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1. The first Danish Troops 

 

In 1887 The Salvation Army opened fire in Denmark, 

and just three years later, in November 1890, an 

establishment of a Danish Staff Band was first 

announced in an article in the Danish "War Cry".   

The article announced that Captain Stagg and his wife 

from England, had been assigned by the Territorial 

Commander Colonel Wilson to organize the army's 

music activities and to establish a Danish Staff Band, 

and would be visiting a number of Danish Corps in that 

connection. He would later be the National Music 

instructor. The inspiration behind the decision for a 

Staff Band came most certainly from the original 

Household Troops Band (UK).    

 

It was intended to be a band related to the Territorial 

Headquarters, consisting of six full time musicians - 

Captain Stagg, Lieutenant Peter Emilius Andersen, 

Cadet Christian Th. Mchelsen and three boys.  Two 

years earlier, in 1888, a staff band been established in 

{ǘƻŎƪƘƻƭƳ ό{ǿŜŘŜƴύ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

Otto Lundahl as bandmaster. All six players had signed 

up for a given period of time. With Captain Stagg as the 

only exception, they were all new to playing brass 

instruments, but after six weeks of intensive training, 

they were able to play some simple tunes. In mid 

February 1891 ς now numbering seven, the band made 

its first public appearance at a meeting at Copenhagen 

No. 2 Corps, and then later the same month 

accompanied General William Booth at his meetings in Copenhagen.  

 

On 17 April 1891, the Staff Band began its first tour, now numbering eight in all, with daily meetings in 

cities of Northern Jutland, but on 9 May, a note in the War Cry tells, that "Captain and Mrs. Stagg 

presumably will be leaving for Australia, and that it is likely to think, they will say goodbye in the coming 

week." 

 

Captain Stagg resigned from the band on 12 May 1891 after a concert in Viborg, and Staff Captain 

Fahleson (a Swedish officer playing Cornet in the band) was assigned as Staff Bandmaster. The tour 

continued to Silkeborg, where the band gave concerts for three days, with congregations of almost 500 

people every time. The tour continued to Fuen with meetings, open air arrangements and playing at 

local congresses. One month later, 12 June 1891 Lieutenant Peter Emilius Andersen who played Bass in 

the band, was promoted to Captain, and was commissioned as Staff Bandmaster. 

Picture 1: The Danish Staff  Band May 1891. Back row: 
Torben Jensen, N.L.Madsen, Fahleson, Thorbjørnsson. 
Front row: P.E. Andersen, Johny, Bay, Captain Stagg. 
Picture taken in Viborg during the bands first tour. Photo: 
Chr. E. Jørgensen Atelier for portraiter prospecter og 
reproductioner, Viborg 
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tŜǘŜǊ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά.ƭƛƴŘ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴέΣ due to very limited eyesight. He was an energetic 

character, who later translated the whole Bible into Braille-writing which filled 47 volumes. The band 

continued its tour in Denmark, all places playing for large congregations according to the War Cry. The 

band also had Captain E. Markussen as band chaplain and on drums. He would later become a Colonel. 

The bands Euphonium N.L. Madsen would also become an officer (as most of the bandsmen), and serve 

for many years in Sri Lanka, sending weekly reports to the Danish War Cry. 

 

In the city of Kjøge though, the Head of Police had 

banned the use of Brass instruments. The War Cry 

writes: "Due to the Mayors antipathy to music, we 

left our brass instruments at the Soldiers room, 

and managed the best we could, since Captain 

Andersen and Cadet Jensen alternated during the 

meeting with duets and solos on their Violins". 

 

Another short report in the War Cry tell of the 

ōŀƴŘǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ǿŀǎ 

both interesting and spiritual. Little Bay sang a solo 

standing on the big drum, and Captain Jensen 

asked in an original way for the collection. We had 

also good meetings in Nyborg, and little Johnny 

one day got the opportunity to pray with a woman, 

ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ǎƛƴΦέ 

 

The Staff Band had a break for a month, before 

they in September 1891 began a two week 

campaign in four Copenhagen Corps before taking 

on a two month tour in Jutland and Fuen. The band 

attracted so big crowds that for the first time a 

charge had to be made for admission to a Salvation 

Army event. The amount was 15 øre (approx. 1 

farthing) per evening. 

 

1892 began with a consolidation of the band, and 

so it was not until 7 August 1892 the band played in public again, this time for the inauguration of the 

new Territorial Commander Colonel and Mrs. Sowton.  Shortly after, the War Cry writes that the Staff 

Band, consisting of "six trained musicians", will take on another tour in Denmark from 29 September. It 

was not until February 1893 that the band returned to Copenhagen to conduct campaigns, having spent 

Christmas in Odense, and several weeks in Nyborg and Faaborg.  

 

The tour had been for 4 month and 7 days, and the band had travelled for 2.500 km, visited 57 towns, 

having marched 13 times with police approval (it is not mentioned how many without police approval), 

held 194 meetings with a total attendance of 30.132, and had prayed with 41 people. They had sold 248 

Picture 2: The Danish Staff Band 1891: Back row: 
N.L.Madsen, P.E. Andersen, Torben Jensen. Middle row: 
E. Marcussen, Johny, Bay. Front row: Staff Bandmaster 
Fahleson, Thorbjørnsson. Photo: Fotografisk Atelier J. 
Biering, Odense 
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photographs and 4.973 songbooks.  When travel expenses were paid, a surplus of DKK 1.400 was given 

as a subsidy to the corps visited. It was the local corps that arranged the visits and not all where 

sizeable. Very small towns are mentioned in the reports like Mørkøv and Kjellerup. In the later, the 

Salvation Army corps only had one single soldier. 

 

In March 1893 the band went on yet another tour in Denmark, which lasted until December that year. 

Two band members had to leave the band during the tour, but new entered the ranks, and at the end 

of the year, the Staff Band now consisted of 8 bandmembers. 

 

Right after New Year 1894 the 

band again travelled through 

Denmark, along the same lines as 

previous years, but now also 

visiting the Isle of Bornholm for a 

12 day campaign, finishing the tour 

at the National Congress in August, 

accompanying General William 

Booth. Not everywhere, the band 

had the same success ς in an 

article from the War Cry you read 

about a campaign in Aarhus: άLǘ 

seems as if this people is more 

ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ΧέΦ 

The band had grown to 10 

members, and began in November 

1894 yet another campaign that 

would last until May 1895. Later 

that year, the War Cry only reports of a three day campaign at the Rescue Home in September.  

 

At that time a large number of corps bands had emerged, and a set off instruments for a band (seven 

musicians) could be obtained from the Trade Department for DKK 240,75. The instruments were 

produced ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƭōŀƴǎ in England. This exemplifies the 

general instrumentation based on Scandinavian tradition, and known from Swedish journals: 1 Eb 

Cornet DKK 31,00; 2 Bb Cornets DKK 70,00; 1 Tenor Horn DKK 35,50; 1 Barytone DKK 38,50; 1 

Euphonium DKK 40,00 and 1 Bombardon DKK 65,00. Cheaper instruments could be obtained, but the 

ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ άbƻ DŜǊƳŀƴ .Ǌŀǎǎ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭŘέΦ !ƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

1901 shows, that instruments sold by the Trade Department were produced in Sweden.  

 

The band apparently ceased to exist in 1895, as there are no recordings of band activities the following 

years in the War Cry. In 1897 Captain Peter Andersen was promoted to Ensign, and, according to the 

War Cry, he had until then been Staff Bandmaster in three periods (3 out of 21 orders in all, during 8 

years of officership), so some activity may have been taking place, and it can be assumed, that the band 

in the years 1895 to 1901 had existed as an occasional pick-up group.  

Picture 3: The Danish Staff Band 1893-1894 season - Sitting (from left): 
Esbensen, B/M Andersen, Frandsen. Standing (from left): Poulsen, Jensen, 
Michelsen, Rasmussen, Olsen.  Photo: Wilhelm Kjølby Fotografisk Atelier, 
Thisted. The picture was adverticed at a price of DKK 1,00 (approx. 1shilling) 
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During the tours in Denmark, the Staff Band had crossed the border to Germany, playing in Schleswig-

Holstein, which until 1864 had been Danish territory, and had a strong Danish identity. The band is 

known to have played in the cities of Haderslev, Bredsted, Aabenraa and Kiel due to references, but a 

more precise record of time and places are not kept. In 1920 the northern part of Schleswig returned to 

Denmark, and cities in this area would again be visited by the Staff Band on more regular basis.  

2. A period as pick-up group with great names in spe 
 

In 1901, a National Headquarters Band was established, under Bandmaster Ensign Utgaard. It was in 

fact the same players of which the Staff Band had been comprised, but at that time they were all now 

employed at the Territorial Headquarters. In the following years, the Headquarters Band was 

alternately referred to as The Headquarters Staff Band or as The Danish Staff Band in the War Cry. 

References to the band as the Danish Staff Band were apparently used, when the band functioned as a 

pick-up group for special campaigns and other special occasions. That a distinction between the bands 

was a fact is shown in the uniforms (the Staff Band used red tunics with white stripes and the 

Headquarters Band used blue tunics). 

! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ !ƴŜ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōƭŜǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜly wakening 

music ς that was the single opinion in whole our city. The ungodly, apostate, the dull and indifferent 

ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇΦ IŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘΗέ 

 

In June 1903 the 

band conducted a 

campaign on the 

small island of 

Bornholm, holding 

17 large public 

meetings at 

Almindingen, 

gathering hundreds 

of people each 

time. Later that 

year the band was 

joined by a young 

very promising 

cornet player, the 

then only 9 year old 

Erik William Gustaf 

Leidzén (Ronald W. 

Holz 1990: p. 8) 

who was playing in 

a special tailored tunic, to fit his size. Erik who had an exceptional musical talent later graduated from 

Picture 4: The Danish Staff Band June 1903 at Almindingen, Bornholm, together with THQ-officers 
and local salvationists. 
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the Royal Music Academy in Stockholm in 1914, majoring in organ and counterpoint, though he initially 

ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ άŎƻǊƴŜǘ-a-ǇƛǎǘƻƴǎέΦ 

 

The band was also part of the Danish delegation at the 1904 International Congress in London. It is 

known, that meeting the Bandmaster of the International Staff Band George Mitchell, made a profound 

impression on the bandmembers. The band, consisting of twelve players, was part of the Danish 

contingent for the congress. You can read in the War Cry, that amongst other engagements, they visited 

Tottenham Citadel, playing at an open air meeting, but when returning to the hall, it was so packed, 

that the band could not gain access to the hall. Instead they held another open air meeting.  

 

The band was "a мн Ƴŀƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5ŀƴƛǎƘΣ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΧϦ according 

to the War Cry, and was conducted by Colonel Richards. The following years the band accompanied the 

Territorial Commander and 

other staff officers on 

campaigns throughout the 

country. In June 1903 the 

band had again accompanied 

General William Booth on his 

meetings in Denmark, which 

also would be the case on 

three later occasions in 1907, 

1909 and 1911.  

 

From 1907 the band was 

again officially named as the 

Danish Staff Band, and had 

assumed the original 

activities, playing at united 

meetings like the 

inauguration of the new Territorial Commanders Colonel and Mrs. Povlsen. The band also took on 

campaigns, although not as intensively as before, and the band is seldom referred to in the War Cry the 

next number of years. This may indicate that editors and reporters for the War Cry did not regard 

Salvation Army Bands high for their soul saving and soul preserving activities, and did not realize the 

importance on many levels that music have in the Salvation Army ministry.   

 

In   February 1908 though, the War Cry reports from a Campaign in Gilleleje though: "At 1.30 PM the 

band held a meeting for approximately 150 children. Solos for Cornet by Erik Leidzén accompanied on 

drums by Alfred Olsen was of high interest to the children". At this time, the Staff Bandmaster was 

Brigadier Julius Nielsen, and the band consisted of 11 players. 

 

The standard of the band is somewhat doubtful, as the War Cry reported from a visit by the Swedish 

{ǘŀŦŦ .ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфлуΥ έLǘ ƛǎ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ōƻǿ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

brothers from the other side of the sound, regarding vocal- and band musicέ. 

Picture 5: The Danish Staff Band published in Krigsråbet (Danish War Cry) 8 August 
1908. Erik Leidzén standing on the far right. Picture title: "Our Staff Band".  
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In 1913 Ernst Söderström was commissioned as Staff Bandmaster. He became a very important person 

for the further development of music within The Salvation Army in Denmark, later becoming Lt.-Colonel 

and Chief Secretary of Denmark.  He would produce a vast number of songs for the Salvation Army. At 

the same time, his 

son, another very 

promising young 

musician, the 13 year 

old Emil Otto Edvard 

Söderström, was 

assigned to the Staff 

Band.  

 

Emil was a remarkable 

musical talent, who at 

the age of 9 had 

written his first 

Salvation Army march. 

He had already 

arranged the Danish 

Young Peoples Tune 

Book, and was 

contributing to the 

Swedish Festmusik journal. 18 years old he graduated from the Royal Danish Music Conservatory, 

studying Organ and composition, studying with the famous Carl Nielsen amongst others, and later 

obtained a doctorate in music at the University of Bonn (Getz, Robert 2007). Emil immigrated to the 

USA, as Erik Leidzén had done previously, and both became front-rank composers, arrangers and 

teachers.  

 

In 1916 the Staff Band carried out a month campaign in different corps in Copenhagen. One of these 

were Gartnergade Corps, the corps where Emil Söderström literary was born and grew up. Later, in 

1956 in connection with being guest instructor for the corps band, he wrote the march Gartnergade (TS 

535). Writing out the parts by hand, was another young Danish Salvationist and bandsman, thrilled by 

Söderströms pedal-C/B/C figure in the trombone parts, and who also would become a well-known 

Salvation Army composer: Erik Silfverberg. 

 

From then on, the number of campaigns conducted by the band fell, as well as the length, and the 

activities became limited to united meetings and tours at Easter. 

 

 

Picture 6: The Danish Staff Band ca. 1912-13. Ernst Söderström is second from left. 
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In 1920, a Mens Social 

Headquarters Band came to 

existence as well (see 

picture section), assuming 

the same kind of activities 

as the Staff Band.  

The Staff Band was still 

often referred to as The 

Headquarters Band and it is 

doubtful that any real 

distinction can be made 

between the two bands 

which apparently consisted 

of mainly the same 

musicians, except from 

naming according to type of 

activities - άIŜŀdǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ .ŀƴŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀŦŦ .ŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ά{ǘŀŦŦ .ŀƴŘέ ǿƘŜƴ 

doing travelling ministry. The Headquarters (Staff) Band consisted of 19 men, and used both valve and 

slide Trombones. Ernst Söderström was assigned as Divisional Officer in 1921 and Brigadier Oscar 

Bandsberg took over leadership. The vast growing number of corps bands, presumably limited the need 

for the Staff Bands travelling activities, and activities apparently ceased during 1921.  There are no 

references in the War Cry the following three years to a Staff Band, but the Headquarters Band (B/M 

Bandsberg) is mentioned sporadic, assuming responsibilities in the line of conventional Staff Bands. 

3. The new Era 
 

In 1924, a formal Staff Band was re-established alongside the Headquarters Band, under direction by 

the newly appointed Staff Bandmaster Ensign Sigvald Jensen. Sigvald Jensen had been a member of the 

Norwegian Staff Band, but had returned to Denmark, becoming an officer. In June 1924 the Norwegian 

composer Lt.-Colonel Klaus Østby (Head of Music in Sweden) came to Copenhagen to conduct 

rehearsals with the new Staff Band, , now numbering 14 young men. The Staff Bandmaster had the 

Lieutenants Lauritz Knutzen and Carstens Clausen (later Band Instructor at Gartnergade Corps) as 

assistants. 

 

The band had a full line of brand new British instruments. The General had sponsored £ 200 and the 

rest came from the Danish Divisions. According to Scandinavian tradition, the band had previously 

mainly played on rotary valve Swedish instruments due to a cultural tradition, except for the first few 

years, when the number of British officers in Denmark had influenced the choice of instruments. In the 

same way they had used valve Trombones. At the time for the re-establishment, Trombones had not 

yet been bought. They came shortly after, and included both valve and slide Trombones.  

 

Picture 7: The Danish (Headquarters) Staff Band 1921 ς B/ M Brigadier Ernst Söderström 
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The Staff Band was not only a brass band. Like in the days of the pioneers, the Staff Band would 

function as The Household Troops Band, as travelling, musical evangelists. The members were all young 

men in the age from 16 to 20, and all acquired to play a second instrument, so the band was able to 

form a string ensemble and a 4 part male voice chorus. When time on tour allowed it, the band 

members were given classes for corps cadets. On tour the band would every day have a rehearsal for 

one hour or more, playing in hospitals, nursing homes or other places in the afternoon, and then have a 

concert in the evening.  

 

The local corps would arrange accommodations in private homes or in the corps buildings. Frequently 

there would not be a bed for every bandsman, and sleeping on the floor in the Salvation Army Hall 

common practice. For almost a year, the band members would sleep in a new place every night.  The 

young men signed up for stints of twelve months, beginning after a congress, travelling in Denmark, and 

from the following year Scandinavia (most often Sweden and Finland), returning to Copenhagen for the 

next Congress. Staff Bands in Sweden and Norway had a similar structure. 

 

On 21 June 1924 the new Staff 

Band was inaugurated at a 

meeting featuring not only the 

Staff Band, but also The 

Headquarters Band and The 

aŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ 

Band.  Former Staff Bandmaster 

Staff Captain Peter Andersen 

was present. There now was a 

clear distinction between the 

activities of the Staff Band and 

The Headquarters Band.  

 

With the new Staff Band an 

important era for Salvation Army Brass Band Music began. Right after the inauguration, the band began 

a six month tour in Denmark, not returning to Copenhagen until January 1925. Frederiksborg Amts Avis 

ς a local newspaper, describes the bands performance as admirable and gives high acclaim for the 

handsome uniforms, and another paper ς Frederiksborg Amts Tidende, tells of outdoor concerts with 

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ мллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ά{ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ Like always, concerts 

were not always given in Salvation Army Halls, but wherever room was available like cabaret theaters 

and hotel dance rooms. 

 

Spring 1925 saw the band tour Sweden as the first Danish Salvation Army Band and later on that year 

another six month tour in Denmark, gathering more than 600 people at their first two concerts in the 

small towns of Lemvig and Skive. According to the War Cry, local newspapers highly commended the 

band. In the summer of 1925, the band saw 3 bandmembers entering training, and 5 new 

bandmembers were accepted, for the coming one year stint, and that year, so many applied for an 

assignment with the band, that many had to be rejected. The new bandmembers had probably very 

Picture 8: The Danish Staff Band (B/M Sigvald Jensen) 1924-1925 season - original 
postcard 
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little previous band training, and the note in the War Cry after the new bands farewell meeting in 

Copenhagen (after only ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎύ ƛǎΥ ά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ the change of musicians and 

instruments clearly can be traced, there is hope that the band through honest willingness and 

strenuous practice in time will be of Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ.  

 

In 1926 the band toured Sweden for the second time, attracting full houses and getting much positive 

acclaim by the Swedish newspapers. In Halmstad the band played at the Sct. Nikolaj Church. Although 

more than 500 people could find place in the church, many people could not get in. For this season the 

band was comprised of 14 members. The Staff Band returned to Copenhagen in time for the Congress, 

and received high claim in the War Cry for its ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ άƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŜǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƳŜƴǘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ {ƘŀƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ΧΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎant to notice, that musicians of The 

Salvation Army are getting used to play the music as written, so we avoid the various fantasy figure 

ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘέΦ After playing at the Danish Congress in 1926, the band was 

again reorganized. Contracts ran out, and new band members signed up for the new season. For 2 

weeks in July, the band rehearsed, before starting off on their next 10 month long uninterrupted 

touring of Denmark and Sweden, that finished in connection with the next Congress. Again contracts 

ran out, and new band members signed up for the fourth season.   

 

In early spring 1928, the Staff Band began its longest tour in distance. Starting off in Sweden, the band 

went on to tour Finland, where one of the highlights was to play for the Danish King Christian X on 16 

June, in connection with 

a state visit.  For this 

tour, the band had been 

equipped with  specially 

made extra heavy coats 

and Russian style fur 

hats. The tour continued 

to Latvia and Estonia, 

everywhere receiving 

overwhelming acclaim. 

The band returned to 

Denmark, only to take 

on a campaign a few 

days later in Germany 

from 28 June to 17 

August, visiting Berlin 

and other cities. On 17 

August, the band held a 

concert in Copenhagen, 

as the WŀǊ /Ǌȅ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άŀǎ conclusion to four years of very excellent serviceέ, and Sigvald Jensen retired 

as Staff Bandmaster to get married to Captain Betty Rosbech. Being in the Staff Band and to be married 

at the same time was not compatible.  

 

Picture 9: The Danish Staff (B/M Sigvald Jensen) in Berlin 1928 - Photo by H. Wolter Presse-
Illustrations-Verlag 
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It was not until the spring of 1929 that Ensign Daniel Larsen was installed as administrative leader of the 

band and Lieutenant Carstens Clausen as conductor, and the band was to reassume its full activities, 

travelling through DenƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ {ǿŜŘŜƴ.  The tour started on 12 October first 

travelling through Denmark for half a year, and then in May travelling through southern Sweden to 

return to Copenhagen on 19 June 1930. The report from the farewell meeting tells that the bands 

ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘ άhƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊέ, by Erik Leidzén, even though the band only had 11 

players. 

  

According to an advertisement in June 1930 in the War Cry, it was still musicians in the age from 16 to 

20 who could apply for vacant positions in the band, and it was still required, that the bandmembers 

could play a second  instrument ς a string instrument, so that programs could have much variety and 

apeal to broad congregations, not accustumed to brass band music and new to the Salvation Army. This 

time someone who could play the Cello was in special demand. Many of the bandmembers were of 

minimum age.  

 

Very few places the bands repertoire is mentioned, but in connection with the inauguration of the 

1931-32 band, the War Cry writes, that it was hoped that the new band could reach the same high 

standard as the previous band (1930-31) had shown in its playing of έ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ YƛƴƎǎέ (Eric Ball) 

(published 1931).  It was played from manuscript, and had obviously made great impressions. 

 

The War Cry also mentions ά¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘǿƻ CƭŀƎǎέ (Bramwell Coles) as part of the bands repertoire for many 

seasons as well as άIƻƳŜΣ {ǿŜŜǘ IƻƳŜέ ό9Ǌƛƪ [ŜƛŘȊŞƴύΦ auch of the music published by Salvationist 

Publishing and Supplies Ltd. (S.P. & S.) was re-arranged by the various bandmasters to suite the bands 

instrumentation, which is shown in recovered sheet music. This also shows that Salvation Army classics 

by its two former members Leidzén and Söderström ςƭƛƪŜ ά¢ƘŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎ Cƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέ ό9Ǌƛƪ [ŜƛŘȊŞƴύ ŀƴŘ 

ά.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ /ŀƴŀŀƴέ ό9Ƴƛƭ {ǀŘŜǊǎǘǊǀƳύ, was standard repertoire, together with music of distinct 

Scandinavian character and transcriptions from classical masters like Edvard Griegǎ ά5Ŝƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ƘǾƛŘŜ 

fƭƻƪέ. Some of the music by Leidzén and Söderström was prior to its publications by S.P. & S, published 

in Sweden under different titles and with a different scoring.  

4. The peak of history 
 

After the 1930-31 season Carstens Clausen, now a Captain, had retired as Staff Bandmaster, and was 

succeeded by Captain Harald Jensen. At this time, the Headquarters Band had been dissolved, but the 

Staff Band was to enter its finest period. 

 

The travelling program from the previous years was repeated again for the next season, although twice 

in Sweden, October/November 1930 and from 1 March 1931, this time playing in cities like Stockholm 

and Uppsala. The tour had an additional visit to Lapland, to play Easter Days evening in Haparanda, by 

the Finish border. The band was mostly travelling by train, but on few occasions, by bus. This was the 

case to travelling the 150 km to Haparanda in terrible snow, and the bus got stock on several occasions. 

The band did not reach Haparanda until 22.00, and missed their whole program. The next day the band 
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was to play in Tornio, just across the Finnish border. The bus broke its rear axle on the bridge crossing 

over from Sweden, so the band had to walk the distance, carrying everything themselves. The concert 

in Tornio was to begin at 19.00, but the band did not arrive until 23.00. The audience was still waiting 

for them, having been entertained by two Finnish officers for four hours.  The next morning at 5.00, the 

band took the train, for their next engagement (Kristensen, Alfred 2003).  

 

The band returned  home to Denmark through Finland, Estonia and Latvia, playing in cities like Helsinki, 

Tallinn, Dorpat and Riga. The travelling by train was often over so long distances that the steam trains 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǊŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǿƻƻŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ άŦǳŜƭέΦ CƻǊ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ 

would consist of porridge with a knob of butter, buns and tea (Kristensen, Alfred 2003). The band was 

well received every time, and a report by the Finish Territorial Commander Thorvald Westergaard calls 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ мфом άŀ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ мллл ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎΣ 

pointing out, that more than 1000 people heard the band at the Vaasa Church in Finland.Returning 

home, the band gave a concert, and the War Cry acclaims the bands soft sound as well as contributions 

by the string ensemble and Carstens ClausenΩǎ playing of the Cornet Solo άDƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ Iƛǎ bŀƳŜέ (Eric 

Ball). 

 

In August 1931 the band begins another tour, returning to Copenhagen to accompany Commander 

Evangeline Booth (USA) on a three day campaign in Copenhagen from 31 October, and then continuing 

the tour in Sweden and Denmark. 

 

In the spring of 1932 The 

Danish Staff Band met its 

biggest challenge when 

they were to tour England 

for three weeks, the native 

country of both The 

Salvation Army and of the 

brass band movement.  The 

English War Cry writes that 

two thousand people were 

at the Clapton Congress 

Hall on 2 April, greeting the 

Danish Staff at the 

beginning of its three week 

campaign in the British 

Territory. After the concert 

at Clapton Congress Hall, 

the English War Cry 

correspondent tells of a festive program made up of Band music and String music, as well as unique 

music on water glasses. The correspondent found, that the band was a refreshing contrast to the British 

Salvation Army bands. Although only numbering twelve, their instrumental music was found excellent 

and attractive.     

Picture 10: The Danish Staff Band (B/M Harald Jensen) - 1931-1932 season  
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A report in the Danish War Cry by a member of the Staff Band tells of the impression it made on the 

band members to greet the Danish Envoy in London as well as meeting the Bandmaster of the 

International Staff Band, Colonel George Fuller. Great excitement is shown in the Bandmember's 

report, from the visit to Regent Hall: ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 

the classy Oxford Street, headed by the 67 man strong Regent Hall Band, with the (Danish) Staff Band, 

the Young Peoples Band and a large flock of soldiers in the procession. In the evening between 1.300 

ŀƴŘ мΦплл ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦέ  

 

It would take 78 years before a Danish Salvation Army Band ς the Valby Corps Band (formerly 

Gartnergade Band) under Bandmaster Erik Silfverberg, in 2010 again marched in Oxford Street.  

 

On the way to and from England, the Staff Band gave concerts on the ship. Only three days after 

returning from England on 21 April, the Staff Band began one additional 3 month tour in Denmark, 

returning to Copenhagen in time for participation in the national congress. After the national congress, 

the Danish Staff Band was dissolved permanently in July 1932 by Territorial Commander Colonel David 

Wickberg. This dissolvement came no more than three month after the peak in the history of the 

Danish Staff Band.  

 

Only a short paragraph in the War Cry, mentƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǎƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΥ ώŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎϐ άǘƘŜ {ǘŀŦŦ .ŀƴŘ 

played at its final meeting. It is in fact a shame that the Staff Band must be dissolved and the musicians, 

who are playing so well, must be scattered. Hopefully they will be of great help to the crops they are 

ƴƻǿ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻέΦ  

 

The reason for the dissolvement is not known. No records regarding the decision has been found, and 

there are at the time of research no surviving Staff Bandsmen or officers, who was involved in this 

matter. One can only speculate on the reasons for the decision. At the time of dissolvement, the 

Headquarters Band was no longer in existence, and the Social Headquarters Band was to be dissolved 

within a year.  

 

In the first years of its existence, the Staff Band had managed to finance its own travelling activities. 

Having 14-15 fulltime employed musicians ς the Bandmaster (an officer) was assigned to the band but 

the bandsmen were only guaranteed board and lodging, expenses for uniforms and instruments 

together with big travelling expenses (the later paid for by the visited corps) , was probably not possible 

to finance ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ. The band had also visited the same places for many years, and the interest for 

new visits may have been on decline. The arrival of radio, a growing number of corps bands, several 

divisional bands, the depression and general political turmoil, may also have had influenced the 

relevance and possibilities for the Staff Bands activities. A more conventional Staff Band ministry could 

have been an alternative to complete dissolvement, but that kind of activities were to be carried out by 

corps bands or united bands. 

 

27 March 2011, Niels Silfverberg   
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Rosters: 
 

The rosters mentioned here, are only for the seasons (at time of writing) where is has been possible to 

identify the full band. 

 

 

1891: (see picture 1) 

Staff Bandmaster Captain Stagg (Cornet); Staff Captain Fahleson (Cornet); Torben Jensen (Cornet); 

Thorbjørsson (Flugel); Bay (Horn); Johny (Baritone); N.L.M. (Euphonium); Captain Peter E. Andersen 

(Bass Eb). 

 

1891: (see picture 2) 

Staff Captain and Staff Bandmaster Fahleson (Cornet), Torben Jensen (Cornet), Thorbjørnsson (Flugel), 

Bay (Horn), Johny (Baritone), N.L.M. (Euphonium), P.E. Andersen (Bass Eb), Marcussen (Drums).  

 

1893-94 season: (see picture 3) 

Staff Captain and Staff Bandmaster Peter Andersen (Bb Cornet); Cadet Thorvald Jensen (Eb Cornet); 

H.Olsen (Horn); Alfred Poulsen (Horn); Cadet Christian P. Rasmussen (Baritone); Cadet Valdemar Th. 

Esbensen (Euphonium); Lieutenant Christian Th. Michelsen (Bass); Rudolf Frandsen (Drums). 

 

1907-08 season: 

Brigadier Julius Nielsen (Bandmaster); Ensign Michelsen; Bandsman Bjørneboe; Bandsman Erik Leidzén; 

Bandsman Jørgensen; Bandsman Reher; Ensign P. Christensen; Bandsman Frantzen; Ensign V. 

Christensen; Bandsman Johannes Christensen; Bandsman Thorning. 

 

1924-25 season: 

Captain Sigvald Jensen (Bandmaster and cornet); Lieutenant Carstens Clausen (Cornet); Bandmember 

Harry Søndergaard Hansen (Cornet); Bandmember Svend Ove Hansen (Horn); Bandmember Peter 

Nielsen (Horn); Bandmember Laurits Mortensen (Horn); Bandmember Daniel Hansen Jacobsen 

(Baritone); Lieutenant Lauritz Knutzen (Baritone); Lieutenant on probation Harald Jensen (Euphonium); 

Bandmember Edvard Carlsen (Euphonium); Bandmember Harry Andersen (Bass Eb); Bandsmember 

Henry Kjær (Bombardon Bb); Bandmember Thomas Poulsen (Drums); Bandmember William Larsen 

(Drums). 

 

1926-27 season: 

Captain Sigvald Jensen (Bandmaster and Cornet); Bandmember Viggo Larsen (Cornet); Lieutenant 

Carsten Clausen (Cornet); Bandmember Eigild Kolind (Cornet); Bandmember Jens Andersen (Horn); 

Bandmember Aage Jørgensen (Horn); Bandmember Edvard Carlsen (Baritone); Bandmember Otto Hahn 

Enevoldsen (Baritone); Bandmember Arnold Hansen Jakobsen (Trombone); Lieutenant H. Søndergaard-

Hansen (Euphonium); Bandmember Edgard Søndergaard-Hansen (Bass Eb); Bandmember Stanley 

Henningsen (Bass Bb); Bandmember Kaj Petersen (Drums); Bandmember Martin Christensen (Drums) 
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1929-30 season: 

Ensign Carstens Clausen (Conductor); Ensign Daniels Larsen (Administrative Leader and Cornet); 

Lieutenant Jens Andersen (Cornet); Bandmember Bramwell Estill (Cornet); Bandmember Karl Larsen (Eb 

Horn); Bandmember Vibro Lynge (Eb Horn); Bandmember Otto Hansen (Baritone); Bandmember Børge 

Nielsen (Trombone); Bandmember Clynor Sørensen (Euphonium); Bandmember Egon Thomsen (Eb 

Bass);  

Bandmember Erhardt Jensen (Drums). 

 

1930-31 season: 

Captain Carstens Clausen (Staff Bandmaster and Cornet); Lieutenant Jens Andersen (Cornet); 

Bandsmember Clynor Sørensen (Cornet); Bandmember Vibro Lynge (Cornet); Bandmember Erhardt 

Jensen (Horn Eb); Bandmember Alferd Christensen (Horn Eb); Bandmember T. Knudsen (Baritone); 

Bandmember C. Severin (Baritone); Bandmember Børge Nielsen (Trombone); Bandmember Egon 

Thomsen (Euphonium); Bandmember C. Rungstrøm (Bass Bb); Bandmember P. Rasmussen (Drums).  

 

1931-32 season:  

Captain Harald Jensen (Staff Bandmaster and Cornet); Captain Viggo Larsen (Cornet); Bandmember 

Johannes Knudsen (Cornet); Bandmember Alfred Christensen (Cornet); Bandmember Harald Sørensen 

(Eb Horn); Bandmember Henry Laursen (Eb Horn); Bandmember Knud Christensen (Baritone); 

Bandmember Harald Westergaard (Trombone); Bandmember Erhardt Jensen (Euphonium); 

Bandmember Bjarne Sørensen (Eb Bass); Bandmember Karl Rosbech-Andersen (Bb Bass); Bandmember 

Johannes Thomsen (Drums). 
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Photos: 

 

Picture 11: The Danish Staff Band ca. 1891. Staff Bandmaster Fahleson 

 

 

Picture 12: The Danish Staff Band ca. 1892. Staff Bandmaster P.E. Andersen. 
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Picture 13: The Danish Staff Band approx. 1892. Staff Bandmaster P.E. Andersen. 

 

Picture 104: Original photo of The Danish Staff Band 1908. Same picture as shown in text from the Danish War Cry. 
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Picture 15: The Danish Staff Band (Staff Bandmaster Sigvald Jensen) 1925-1926 season 

 

Picture 16: The Danish Staff Band (Staff Bandmaster Sigvald Jensen) 1926-1927 season. 
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Picture 117: The Danish Staff Band 1928. The text is: "Our Travelling Staff Band" (from The War Cry) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 18: The Danish Staff Band (Staff Bandmaster Carstens Clausen) 1929-30 season. 
Back row: Lieutenant Jens Andersen; Bandsman Bramwell Estill (replaced by bandsman 
Aage Edelbo); Bandsman Karl Larsen; Bandsman Vibro Lynge; Bandsman Otto Hansen; 

Bandsman Børge Nielsen. Front row: Bandsman Clynor Sørensen; Captain and Staff B/M 
Carstens Clausen; Ensign Daniel Larsen; Bandsman Egon Thomsen; Bandsman Erhardt 

Jensen.  

 


